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engine room crews, balalrddexsfer de recedr s/ fhoarve papi|feor tah an
the successful outcamei bpfotheagerdatfon.the ngg 1)9b4y@3years.
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particul ar inter@svtar walsl e$ hewe Neawgnojt cont regle;d MO weyv e r|,
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Letter received from Staff Sergeant RC Pruitt

I sincerely want to thank al/l of you fine gentl e
people of second Battalion Ninth Marines and for
at -nhnety the morni hgwaht the tbahkofhMsag. men i ndi [
a |line or two for you gents and | do hope that Go
wi || al ways be a fond memory when | think of you (
Jesse, Chamber s, Ger man, Shi manek, Nobl e, Gottfrj
@ #UNDE" SUn Rl « Shively and all the ot her s, and Chidg
L0 al ways remember you gentl emen.
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CH-53 hekcopter during the S5 Mayay

Staff Sergeant John D. Harston
Air Force Cross, 1975

John Harston was a flight mechanic aboard a CH-53 helicopter which was shot down
during the Mayaguez rescue. Though wounded and dazed from the crash, he laid
down effective covering fire with a rifle salvaged from the burning wreck. At great
risk to himself, he also pulled a number of wounded Marines fo safety.

In addition to Airman Pitsenbarger and Sergeant Harston
nineteen enlisted personnel received the Air Force Cross for
their service in Southeast Asia.

13,000 1LBS




HEY BROTHERS,

| WAS ASKED IF | WOULD WRITE A LETTER ON MY
EXPERIENCE AT THE REUNION IN 2016. | THOUGHT IT
WAS VERY NICE OF THE ORGANIZATION TO ASK ME.
THANK YOU.

FOR MANY YEARS, AL BAILEY CALLED ME UP AND
ASKED IF | COULD MAKE IT TO THE REUNION. | ALWAYS
GAVE THE ANSWER, 0SORRY | CANNOT]. I DO NOT HAVE
THE MONEY TO GO. 6 THEN, I N JANUARY 2016, I GOT HI S
CALL LIKE MANY TIMES BEFORE, BUT THIS CALL WAS
DIFFERENT. | GAVE HIM THE SAME ANSWER | GAVE
BEFORE, BECAUSE | REALLY DID NOT HAVE THE MONEY
TO ATTEND. WE TALKED FOR A WHILE. A COUPLE OF
DAYS LATER HE CALLED ME UP AGAIN. THIS TIME HE
SAID THAT THE ORGANIZATION WANTED ME TO COME
BECAUSE THERE WOULD BE MANY THERE WHO WOULD
LIKE TO MEET ME. HE ALSO SAID THAT THE KTMV
ORGANIZATION WOULD HELP IN ANY WAY THEY COULD TO
GET ME THERE. WELL, | TALKED TO MY WIFE AND SHE
SAID, "GO. YOU GOT TO GO TO HEAL AND DO NOT WORRY
ABOUT THE MONEY; WE WILL FIND A FHEAP FLI GHT. 6 SO,
| CALLED AL UP AND TOLD HIM | WOULD BE THERE.

I GOT TO CINCINNATI EARLY AND WENT TO THE
HOTEL. NO ONE WAS THERE; CHECK  -IN WAS 4 HOURS AWAY. | WALKED AROUND WONDERING HOW |
WOULD BE ACCEPTED. IT DID NOT TAKE LONG BEFORE A KTMV MEMBER CAME UP TO ME AND ASKED
IF | WAS THERE FOR THE REUNION. | SAID, "YES, MY FIRST ONE." HE ASKED ME MY NAME AND WHEN
| TOLD HIM, HE SAID, "YOU MADE IT! | GOT SOMEONE HERE THAT HAS BEEN WANTING TO MEET YOU

FOR A LONG TIME. 6 |I'T TURNED OUT TO BE AL BAI LEY. HE WELC
THANK YOU TO ME FOR LANDI NG BOB BLOUGH6S HELO ON THE HOL

UP MORE MARINES. HE SAID IF IT WASN'T FOR ME, HE FEELS THAT HE WOULD NOT BE HERE TODAY.
HE TOOK ME AROUND TO MEET THE REST WHO WERE THERE. THEY ALL THANKED ME AND
WELCOMED ME. FOR MANY YEARS, | THOUGHT WHAT | DI D DI
HELO ON THE DECK AS | WAS TRAINED TO DO, BUT TO THESE GUYS IT WAS MORE THAN THAT. | MET
BOB BLOUGH AND HE GAVE ME A HOLTS BALL CAP WITH TWO GREEN FEET ON THEM. HE ALSO
THANKED ME FOR KNOWING WHAT TO DO BECAUSE HE NEVER LANDED ON A SHIP BEFORE. BUT, HE
KNEW | WAS NOT GOING TO LET HIM CRASH. EVERYONE | MET THERE GAVE ME THE SAME FEELING
OF LOVE AND ACCEPTANCE. IT WAS LIKE | WAS IN SCHOOL AGAIN BUT THIS TIME | WAS THE
POPULAR GUY. | REALLY CANNOT TELL YOU HOW | FELT BECAUSE | CANNOT FIND THE RIGHT WORDS.
BUT | CAN SAY | FELT LIKE | WAS WANTED AND LOVED MORE THAN | EVER KNEW.

TIME FLEW SO FAST. THE NEXT THING | KNEW IT WAS THE FINAL DINNER WITH EVERYONE. THIS
WAS A MOVING DINNER AND ONE THAT | WILL NEVER FORGET. IT WAS AN HONOR DINNER FOR THOSE
WHO WERE THERE AND MOST OF ALL FOR THOSE WHO GAVE THEIR ALL THAT DAY. IT CHANGED MY
LIFE. | WANT TO THANK ALL OF YOU. | GOT THINGS OUT THAT | KEPT IN FOR MANY YEARS. | MET
GUYS WHO BECAME BROTHERS, FRIENDS, AND NOW FAMILY. | TALK TO THEM OFTEN ON THE PHONE
AND ON FACEBOOK.

FOR EVERYONE WHO THINKS THEY ARE NOT WELCOME TO THE REUNION BECAUSE THEY WERE
ON SHIPS, FLYING ABOVE, OR IN THE ENGINE ROOMS --YOU ARE WRONG! YOU WERE THERE AND HAD
A JOB TO DO JUST AS MUCH AS THOSE ON THE BEACH. THE MARINES ARE GRATEFUL TO ALL OF US.
IF WE WERE NOT DOING WHAT WE WERE TRAINED TO DO, THEY WOULD NOT BE HERE TODAY. FROM
THOSE ON THE HOLT WHO TOWED THE MAYAGUEZ AND CAME BACK TO HELP AND LAND BOB'S HELO
TO THOSE ON THE WILSON WHO PROTECTED THE AREA AND PULLED GUYS OUT OF THE WATER, AND
TO THOSE INVOLVED WITH THE CORAL SEA LANDING AND THE ONES WHO MADE QUICK REPAIRS TO
THE DAMAGED HELO, ALL HAD AN IMPORTANT JOB. IF IT WAS NOT FOR ALL OF US, THE MARINES
BELIEVE THAT THEY MAY NOT BE HERE TODAY. SO, IF YOU FEEL THAT YOU WOULD NOT BE
WELCOME, PLEASE GET THAT OUT OF YOUR HEAD! WE ALL DID A PART THAT DAY. WE ALL HAVE
NIGHTMARES OF THAT DAY. SO, GET YOUR HEADS OUT OF YOUR BUTTS AND MAKE IT TO ONE OF
THESE REUNIONS. | PROMISE YOU WILL NEVER WANT TO MISS ANOTHER ONE. TAKE IT FROM ME; |
WILL NEVER MISS ANOTHER IF | CAN HELP IT, BECAUSE THESE MEN ARE MY BROTHERS AND MOST
OF ALL THEY ARE MY FAMILY. | NEVER FELT MORE AT PEACE THAN | DID AT THE REUNION. PLEASE
TRY TO MAKE IT TO AT LEAST ONE. WE ARE ALL GETTING OLD AND WE ALL NEED CLOSURE.
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