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The Last Firefight

The desperate and confused battle triggered by the Mayaguez incident
was a disturhing finale to America’s war in Southeast Asia

-

BY RIC HUNTER




COULD IT GET ANY WORSE? Two weeks earficr, Apeil 29, 1975, Saigon
had faflen 10 the Nocth Vietnarmess—inst a couple of wesks atter
the Khmer Rouge (wok Cambodia®s capital, Fhnom Penh, Flying
F-41} Phantoms aut of Korat Royal Thai Afr Force Base in Thei-
fand. T it helped destroy anti-aircraft artiflery and surface-to-air
mizsile sites during the Saigon evacwmtion, and provided combat
support for the evacwation of Phnom Penh, As events played o
in Southest Asiz America was on the run. Tt sesmed the prover-
bial dominoes were indecd falling and, we wonderad, would Thai-
Isnd’s capdtal, Bampkok, b nexe?

Romors travel &1 warp speed on a small base like Korat, and on
My 12 2 wild one abowl an American ship hjacked in the Guif of
Thailand wass spreading aroand the squadron dinmer tahle, This one.
hinwever. wias all oo tue, At 2730 pon local time thae day, about
300 miles o our sowth, a miachine munner on & Khmer gunboat had
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FIMAL ASSAULT Bedleving Mayagoez crawmen were being held by Khmers
on Kol Tasp [slamd, Marines and & welb-sgit-clad Rir Fores pararescoeman
ran ta -an HE-53 Jolly an May 15, 1975, during the last fretiahl of te war,

firetd it ferw rounds across the bow of a U5 -flagped container ship,
S5 Meyaguer, ngzering what would be a Sringly tragic and costly
final firefight in what had been & tragic and costly war for the
Ulnited Staces.

Al Kot we reacted bitterly, Weree we ahout 1o taste yot another
defeat in Southeast Asia? Would 1his be another Puebio inciden:?
We wers energized—and mad as hell.

Adter duty hows, the squadron’s pilots amd weapon system op-
eraties inckled into the operations building, where we learned thas
the Khmer Coanmunists had hijacked the container ship Mavagres
in international waters sight nautical miles from Poalo Wai, am ol
clairned by Khmer Communists and the Provisionud Revolusionary
Government of South Vielnam, We also learned that President
Gerald Ford was demanding the release of the ship andd dts £0-man
crew. Being the nearest airbome firepower 1o the action, il » game
wity 10 b played, we wanted in on it

ArZ P.m, the next -iﬁ.}', twos F-11 1A sircraft on an unzrmed train-
Ing miszica from Korat spotted Mavaguez off Koh Tang Island.
Four armed A-TDs from the 3rd Taetical Fighter Squadran ar Kot
lawnched 45 mimues later to replace the E-111s and suevedl
Mevagueez, When the ship started to move, the A-Ts fired rockers
and 20ktun Vulcan Gatling gun rovnds across its bew, halting
Mayaguer's passage,

The Joint Chiefs of Sl ordered 24-hour surveillanee, and
AL-130AH Spectre gunships from the 16th Special Operations
Squadren at Kon, equipped with infmined and Torw-Tight level tele-
vision. began orbiting above the island and Meavaguer. Wishingion
albsey ondered. “Halt any boat movement o the mudnland ™ Trpically,
we woaikd iy to tam o stop e vessels, and if they would oot comply,
we wotlkd ultimately seck clearance 1o destrov them.

AL 330 arm. on May 14, one of the Specines received heawy S0
caliber and 4lmm fire from @ Khmer patrol bost nesr Kok Teng T
retumed fire wilh 53 rounds of d0mm, forcing the boat t0 sn ound.

At dawn the crisas escalated when four Khmer munboars lefi Koh
Tang for the Cambodizn madnland. Spectre 51, o the scene, was &
rectes 1o fime aoross the boas” bows and prevent them from reach-
ing the coast, The gunship's dlkam and 105mm howiter meaniaed
o turn throe-of the boats back. Flights of F-111A%, F4Ds and A- 71
attacked in front of the |‘|=|:||31i_1'|:i.|:|g' boar with lm'l:}-p‘.:q_lﬂ.d barmhs,
2.75-inch rockels and ot controd gas, but it refased to tom smoumd.

A flight of four A-TDs nsed 20mm cannons to oy to disable the
gunboal’s engines, but while the stern wiss sef abluze, the strafing
dida't kill the engines. The A-TDs were then direcied to sink the
b, which LL Col Don Bobatoy and his wingrean did,

A feor minages Bier, ot ubout 7015 aan, o diffecens kind of hos
& wooden 40-foot Thai fishing cratt, Simari—was observed loav-
img the islandl for the Cambodian reinland with several Cascasims,
thought to be Mayignez coow members, onboard. On my way from
Kot in my Fhantom, Twas among the flight of A-70k and F-4Ds
tasked with turming the fishing boat back:.

We triedl for four bowrs to foree the boat back to Koh Tang, Fros-
tratingly, several of us were unable to fire rockets in front of the
boal because our P-4 s net been propery amsed on the groand
price o takeoff. The only olher srmament on Bozrd was a0
SUU-23 ceaterline pod carrving a Valean Gatling gun. Adding
insull to injury, when T selecied the gun station, e centerline ar-
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Frssment St breskers popped, leaving o without any weaponry.
Enragead, | thought, “T've gof a scrowed up jei, just Bike this servsd
=p war” The oaly thing lefi for me to do was drop low and Iy 1o
£=1 a zood look 1 the boat.

I rolled my F-1 on iis left wing in front of Sivver! and could
clearly see people lining each side of the curved, upward-sloping
b, They appearsd 1o be Cancasiaing, doubled over in the school-
Teonese air-raid position with theie hinds : -
protecting their heads. As a fow of them
Foodoed up al me, 1 fole profoundly helpless.
L om fied, wer left Simvaes after about 30
mhnwles on target. Two A-Tz watched it
anter e port of Kompong Som and deck
al aboa | e, )

After we landed it Korat, our inte]li-
gence personne] told us Simar made g
the mainlind and that the Moyasuer crew
wils RoW sl likely in poson there.
Mavaguer Captain Charles T, Millar would
lacer tell the Honolulu Sar Budlerine: *You
have to give our pilots a ko of credit. They
i hit the eye of 4 nesdle. They dicd every-
thing possible to get [the fshing boat] 1o
mm arcamd. 1 was clesr that they saw we
were in the boat. Two jers few 70 feet
aborve s, the Thaks wmed back omos, but
Cambaxiin muards pul runs o their heads.”

I will abwinrs rogret nen photographing

Between the forks lay o U-shaped beach that would become the
castern, ur primary landing zone (L7 The western LE would be
simated across the neck of land.

The helos split as they appeeached the northern end of the idang
for a two-pronged weuls. There wis anti-aircraft arillery on the
island, anu it sppearcd to be heavily defended; becanse the srvival
of the ﬁh[r-'}:‘- remy ook F‘r':‘:ﬁi'&ﬂl'-':. there had been po navel henzi-

. bardnment 1o soften up the defenses, Knifies
21 and ZX reached the wostern 17 first with
nu initial resistance, As Knife 21 pilos Lt
Col. Joho Dienham toucked down on he
beach, his Marines began 1o stream oot the
back ramp. Just oz they did, concealed
Fhiner foroes let looss with sutomstic
weapeas, rockets and moclars. Holding
steady for the Marines to scramble down
Iie ramp. one of Deoham's wo engincs
waas severely damaged by coemy firs With
Enife 22 laving desan suppressive fire with
its miniguns, Knife 214 crewmen jetti-
somed everything they could. The damaged
CH-53 skipped across the waves, 1aking on
watcras Denbem fought ro keep it sichome
fior nearly a enile befors it ditched in the ses,

At the eastern LY, the choppers also
el il in without resistance, bl s the
two helos hovered to off-load Marines, o
murdcrons croezsfire crupted. Knife 23, pi-
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Afmear? and the captive erew with the
Famm camera T carried in my cockpin mag
came. T was oo angry aboul flving a tooth-

EREGIS UPDATE A turssioed Prezident Gerald F.
Ford inlerrupts 2 formezl Whide Houss avent 1o et
3 repost an the undolding crisis on May 14, 1975,

loted by Ist Lt John Shramm, besran
taking punishing hits to ils rotor sysiem,
As he looked 1o bis left, he saw Knife 31,

less Phantom 1o think of photography. I
1he entire crew bad boon acevanted for ar thal poin, poriags the
Edoody bantie thar wis about o ersie might have been avoided.

BECAUSE OF CONFLICTING imellipence reports, il was believed that
somne of the crew weee sl heing beld oa Kol Tang lsland. Az a
result, President Ford ondered simoltanecas artacks on Mavagie:
and on Kob Tang. At dawn on May 15, 11 Air Farce helizop-
lers—CH-335 and HH-53s —laft from 17 Tapao in southern
Thailand and approached Kob Tang from the northwest.

The Sikorsky CH-53 “Knife” and HFL-33 “Jally Green™ were not
ordinary kelicopters. Much lurger than Vietnam's ubiguilons
UH-1 “Huaey" they were armor plated and squipped with
70Zmm rapid firing mindguns. Both were s belicoplers, with
Euns in the waist positions, but the HH-53 was uir refieckible. had
30-galton foam-flled tip tamks (zelt-sealing in case of damaage)
ared had an additional minigun in the tail. Much more sarvivahle
than mest choppers, the rescue helicopters would be tiaken to their
lmit= on Egh Tang.

Three choppears suparated and ynloaded a reinfomed S7-men pla-
tooa from the Ist Banalion, $th Marines ooto the desiroper csoort
Harold F. Holr, which hid sped to the scene. Their mission would
e to board and swoure Mavogner. As Holt slyaly moved along-
sidde Mayagez, an A-7 dropped fear gas on the merchant ship. Gas-
raskes] Marines then executed a hostike ship-to-ship assault gt 7-25
am., only Lo find the ship deserted.

The ather efght helicopters, with 170 Marines of the 2nd Bal-
talvon, Yth Marines aboard, continued on to Koh Tang, an irreow-
larly shuped island with ils norther cisd resembling a slmgshot.

40 VIETHAM AUGUST 2417

piloted by Mijor Howard Corson, barst
into flarmes from the intenss encmy basraze and fall to the beach.
Shramm wrestled his own wounded CH-53 10 the beach as the 1ail
seclion tore off. Minculousky, no one was killed in the crash land.
ing. &l the 20 Marines abourd scrambled 1o the tree Tine for cover

Meanwhile Major Corson's siricken chopper Look hit after hil
Frum heavy machine yun roands and mcksts. Sergeant Fandy Hoflf
master returmed fire with Lz wraist mimgun wihile e ve-pilot, 2nd
Lt Richand Vandegeer, fired an M-16 from his windowe A frenade
round slamene] into the cockpit, killing Vandezeer, Althongh seri-
ously injured, Major Corson somehow managed 1o maintzin
encugh control to scube the aircraft down in the water Woupdad
and dazed, he stared down a1 his feet—nothing remained of he
cockpit and the instrument panel that bad been in front of him.
hoats from a crow member finally browght him to his sensss while
mnore flarmes engulfed the cockpit. A badly burped Marine ired to
vmhamness the limp body of Vandepees bar, under hemey fire, he was
hmally foreed to abandon the attesmpl,

Four men were shot and killed or deosned nesr the bR wieck-
age of Knifi: 31, A fifth, snunmedd and wounded, stumbled his way
risirly 1O yards to the tail ramp of Knifs 23 befone e wais cut doom.
Inall, 13 men shoasd Knife 31 were killsd, Thireen LrvivoTs, in-
cluding Major Corson, were picked up at sea after using the Knils
31 wreckage oy a shicld. then swimming into the surf 1o BECEDC.

Among the survivors was Marine Lisutenant Terey Tonkin, a foe
ward wr coamoller (FAC), While swimening wway from e beach
om his beck, and with cnemy bullsts sending up gevsers all asound
him. Tonkin used Major Corson's small survival radic 1o call in
airsirikes. At the same time, 1st Le Folin Lacas, co-pilat ol Knife



h_——-—_—__._

23, s on s survival radio ealling in sizstrikes against the encmy
pasitions el hed his sroop pinned down in e ez line rumning
along the castern heach,

Three of eight initial sl belicopters were down, two on the
beach of the eastern landing wuoe, one 3 mile at sca. Balle dumaac
foreed o fourth lelivopter dowmn once back mside Thailand, and iwe
mare were severely damaged. An hour into the assault, onky 54
Americans were on Koh Tang—about one-thind of the aumber
planned-and they were split imio bweo pmowps. The dav’s baitle was
Just sosting started,

THREE A-T0 CORSMRS CIRCLED OVERMEAD and observed the CH-53=
taking hits. Arned with 20mm cannons, they quickly rolled in und
miked Khmer pun emplicements. silenciing severl, Repeatodly, the
AT (eew Jonw over the islend, trying to sttract eneny fire and locate
their positons, After each A-T pass, Khmer moops, later belieyved
to number aboul 85, resumed their fusillade against the Amer-
= on e island,

Thesr situurion was deteriorating fast. Seanersd in e lines alons
the casien and westermn Las, the Armnencins were 21 5iimes po mons
ihan 20 meters Mrom enemy positions. They desperately needed
more Marine fircpower. The 25 Americans trapped on the castem
Beach from (b two sho-down CH-53s ware in the worst siteation.
Recopniving this, the Khirners wsed them as bait to here mose holi-
copbers into the crossline.

Several attemnpts were made o rescne the trapped Americans.
According o an official repont for General Louis T Wilson, com-
mander of Pacafic Air Forces. shorly after 8 am. 15t TG Charles

While Cooper made his thind aerial refueling, a Spectre gunship
hammered Khmer positions near the westeen bench with 20imm
and 40rin cannon and 105mm bowitzer roands, reducing oae far-
tiliedd emnplacerment to nabble. This allowed Cooper to make his At
etEEmpd e westorn besch, While morar rounds walked tomearnd
them. [0 Minizes manzged i g oul of the back of Couper's zir-
rall betone ane of the rounds landed only 10 fect from e il oo
Forcing Cooper to abuort and Lift off with five Marines still shbouand,

Az he refurned to hover For Lhe Last Marines 1o dheplane, a rmortar
round pessen] through the roter blades and exploded only 20 foes
away, Blowing i bole in the aircrafi's belly. The HH-533 withdrew
for the Last fime with 15 five Marines and reumed to it slaging
base in Thailand. Severe dansize prevented its use lor the rTemain-
ader of the opsezlion,

MEANWHILE, ARDUND T THAT MORNINE, the entine Mevapuer crew wis
released mom captiviey on the mainland and pt hack sboard Siewer?
for tramspaon hikck b Mavegeez, this time andera while Mag and with-
ol Khmer eseots. AL 10:05 am., 2 Lisulenant Cooper was muking
T wslicinl afteTpes g insen Bis Marines on Koh Tamg. the Mavaguer
crey, safe andd unharmed, was picked up by the destryer USS Henry
i1, Wilson and soon Iemsferred hack o Mavaguer.

Suddenly and without explanation, the hostage crisis was over
There was jubilation a1 the White Haonse, Tt a1 fierce day of fghi-
g was still to come as the challenge shifted 1o gelling the Amesi-
cans on Koh Tang disengaged and evacuated. Before that could
happen. morc Marines were noeded to stabilize the simation, und
air insertion was the only option., The 131 Masines and five aimsen

Grees, pilot of Joily 13, 1ok beavy fire all the i
Way infto Lhe landing zone sear the wreckage
of Knifi: 23. With rounds amashing intoe his
vhopper, Greer touched down on the beach
wehile has crew raked the shoreline with their
mikiguns. Althcush in sight of 1he rescac heli-
copter. the Amercans were pinned dow, Jolky
I3 remidned in its exposed posidon, taking
punishing bils [fom heavy aulomalic weapons.
Vimes Broke onal an the Jolly's flare case and an-
cther in fts anciliary Nuel tank. Greer though
his would be the thied helicopeer to limer the
cartem besich, With no hope of recovering the
men At this tree |ins amd his helicopler enmlfed
it Mamnes, Greee pulled bock from the landing
zome and nursed hiz chopper, peppered with 33
holes. severe rotor blade damage, and [wed, oil
sl redrantic Teaks, hack o the Thai mainlmd.

Meanwhile on the western beach, herwesn
O30 amel 930 2 m, Tollys 42 and 43 sucoess-
fully inserted (heir Marines afier repeated ar-
fempds and heavy enemy resistance. Five Afr
Force personnel and 109 Murnes were mow
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Joliv 41, pileded by Ist Lt Thomas D
Cooper Jr, made two allempts to land a1 the
weslemn beich with s Mannes, bus was driven
tack by inlense encmy fire, including .50-
cilliber machine yun rounds that bit (he dohe
fuel tank and ramp ane, For an howr, Cooper
made 1w more landing anempts, only o be
purnmicled by hesew lire and mortar witicks.
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SHORT WAR The fght e Koh Tang, which kxsled 14 hours a=d cost 29 Asverican livae, started a1
dawn with the: downing of three of e helicopters Terrying Marines to the kesvily dedended island.
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SHIP T SHIP Deztrover sscot Harokd £, Half pulls alongside Mayaguer
Tor the first ship-o-ship aswmlt by the LS. Navy zince he early 10t CENEuFy.

were now in three srovps, Those on the western side of the island
were split. 82 in one group @ed 9 south of their position an the
same beach. The other 23 were isolated across the neck of the island
ncar the eastemn beach. Tied [ive choppers were left i CArTY OeaThy
100 more Marines in for the assault and Men 1o extract dherm il
After the bartle started. two addiionu choppers wers ropaired angd
addal 1o the cffort.

Licutcnant Fobert Rikits, piloc of Knife 52, was Tow on fize] as

d

EMPTY VESSEL Early on the marning of May 15, gas-masked Marines from e desiroyer essort Holf hoand Mapagoez to secure if, but &
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he tried 1o insert his Marines one Tast time on the exstern beack,
His airesaft immediacehy took hits, and whea litle fael he had began
kraking. He sborted and rensmed to bis staging Base. The four re-
rmining helos successfully delivened Marines on the westens beich
tmder continuos antomalic weapons mmd S0mm msortir fire, Se-
verely wounded Marines wen: evacuated on sach remim IFp.

EY SHORTLY AFTER NOON, reinforcensents WEIC CHIpHete, with minre
thar 200 Amezicans on the island, pearly all concentrated on the
western side. Favced with such fierce enemy resistance, grovnd com-
et decided nos 1o pash across the istands neck 1o link up with
the 25 pinned down an the castem beach. They would have o be
extracted by helicopter and that would nol be possible uniil Khmer
resaslance was nedpced, IF pot ohliterated.

With gne HH-53 miracalously repaired and added to the effor,
four helos nonw remained 1o complete the extraction. Mightfall was
only oo hours away when two OV 10A “Nail™ FACs began their
witlchful orbal uverhead.

Bick ut Korar, T was excited and a Litrle appreiensive when my
squadron commander, Lt Col. Phil OfLL called e into the coer.
mamd center and told me o pick my flight roembers for four-ship
flight and let him know the cednance for the mission. T reviewed
the sqquilrem flight schedule and chose from aircrew mvailable. We
were iesded soones than expected. In mid-afternoon, our pre-
mission breling was intermipled with an urgens call to geLaithome
5 5000 &8 we could.

IR A TR AL e

nd t crewmen or
enemy aboard. The merchant ship, fozling abont & guarer-mile off the lig of Kok Teng Istznd, had been s2luraled with tear gas éropped frem am A-7,
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KILLIRG CROSSFIRE ®hmeer qunmers kidden in folkzge alang the Beach on Kok Taty pakiently hald their fice a5 Bnife 23 and Knide 51 descended

 DMDG CH-52 (KNIFE-23) :

S

to the ground 1o eaload Marizes belere unleasking a osstice of automatic wezpons and racket-propslisd grenades, Beinging down both helicoptess,

Aller air-refucling over the Gulf of Thailasd, our four F-4Ds,
call sign “Lucktail”” flew ewst o Koh Tang. A 2250 we
checked i with “Crcket™ an BC- 130 serving as the Ajrbomme -
Uefield Command and Control aireraft arbiting the island.

“rickes. Bucktail, four fox-fours with you, 68 miles nomhwes
of the isbang,””

“Bucktail, procesd inbound pronte, Ive pol work for you wilh
[

“Fuckixl’s pushing it up”

A the island cume intoe view, [ viswadized the air power stacked
overhead o nake an exmraction possible, Looking wertically, an
ON-104 Broneo, “Mail 687 was lowest with another, “Nail 477
ghove him, We were next in the stack with Crickel, the BC-130,
albove s, and above them was a flight of four C-120= with 15,000
pound bombs waiting to clear jungle nudergrowth for landing
Fomes, Just departing Foh Tang was “Caach™ flight, which had
dropped cight Z,000-pound ME-84 bombs on the island,

Car F-ds busd the only weapons suilable for use in olnse suppar
ol our forces engaged with the enemy. We checked in with 1he
higher forward air comtroller, Mail 47.

“Buckiail, Mail 47, go ahesd with your lne-op®

“Roger, all four F-ds have 20mm, nombers cae and three have
LALLS rockess, two and four huve ME-823 [500)-pound bombs]

M

“Mual 27 oopy”

“Buckiail, green "em up [arm weapons] "

“Fuckial, this is Mail 68, T ke over now, Do vou ses me over
the north end of the jsland

“Baoger”

MO, FAL 35 in 1o mark, where my rocket goes will bethe turges™

“Bucktail i= 1ally-te, the target is the hooches™

“AdfErmarive, you're resiricisd 1o & mn-in hesding to the sowth-
iz unly. There are friendlies just to the nocthwest, Can von pat
yonr rockets where 1 jusc pat tha mocket™

“Bucktal, alfimoutive. How many do vou want?”

“Let’s o T podds on the first pass. Knile two-dash-three, [the
survivirs of Knife 23, the downed CH-53 in the tree line] keep vour
boads doam plesise, Buckrail, you're cleared hot™

“Bucktails in hed, FALC in sight ™

T pre=ssed in close, wocking 1he gun sizht precisly 1o the tarses,
trimming the heavy jot o feel Tight as a feather and den enleash-
ing the rockers, With thar, 152 mockets tipped with white phospho-
rus that woald burn through anvthing in their path slammed into
the: heart of the cnemy enciunpooent arca.

A Tesne ofl {arget, Tremeimbenad my best friend in high school
who was a |%-year-old Marine killed near Quang T, Scath Viet-
vaarn, one July 22, 1960, His marps apd the date be died wers on my
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The Mayaguez Crisis: Misery and Irony

poa the Commumist victories in

Weetram andd Cambeoxia in Lue

April 1973, their respective gov-

ermments f21l into a dispute
ihont coaired of some of the islands n
the Gulf of Thailand. In an 2Tod o
gscent their power in the anea, several
Camnbuodian punboats seized the Ameri-
can conlainer ship Movaguer oo May
12 as it pliad the regular shippang Lines,
and the next day anchosed it ofl Boh
Tung Lslund, 50 miles south of the Cam-
hodian mainland.

Althcagh the Tlnited States had ver 1o
Teceimize the governmen: of the Khmer
Eoange, President Geruld B. Ford ac-
ternpred 1o find a diplomatic solution
through Chinese channels, When tha
appearcd  unlikely, Ford ordered
rescue nission o Bob Tang, unasans

that a fishing travwles had alresdy mns-
ferred 2ll of Mavaguers A0-man crew
1 kompoag Som on the mainland.
Oice the assanlt started oo May 15,4t
creountered unexpectedly beavy ressl-
amee becouse, unknown to the Ameri-
cang, the Cambodians had fonifi=d Koh
Tang in anticpanca of 3 Vielnamess -
vazion that would, in facr, occer 3
month ater.

Meinwhile, the Ehomer Fouge gov-
ernment, sealiznge the iroshle is mn-
boat erews had stimed vpr @ feasing
sislained UGS, bombing azainst Kom-
pong Som's airporl, had trunsterred
Muyaguez's men o Roog Sam Lem
Island, Toaded them onto a recently
seized Thai fishing boat and sent them
bk el 1o s, whers they were picked
up by the destrayer Herey . Wilson,

By then, bowever. the operation against
Kol Tang hid Besn undensay for about
foe hours, four helicopters had been
shod doamn and the second assaull wave,
imifially recalizd, had to g0 back io
ewacnade the e wave of Madnes from
the island.

Liltimaccly, the haitle o rescue
Americans who had already heen re-
Tesased] oot the lives of 17 Marincs, ovo
Mawy coepamen and two Adr Foroe per-
sonncl. The names of fse men kalled
cal kuof Tang wre inscribed on the last
pramel of the Waetnam Vetetuns Memo-
rial Wall. Eighteen Aix Force securily
perscancl, intended tobe et of the op-
eralioms wssanlt team, and five crewmen
s als Balled in 2 belicopter crash en
reaace o 1T Tapac on My 13,

Jom Gruttomian

Fippo lighter, 1 felt for it through my Hlight suit pocke and said o
mysedf, “This migsion was foc you, Tim Dandes”
il 68°s crthusiasm was obvicas, “That's 11, my foemd, that’s it!™
Buckiail 2 and 4 then follewed up with 2 dozen 300-pournd bambs,
Ehmer Communi= foress wers hit hard but continued strong re-
sistance as our chogpers eycled moand from the island inio the
evemung, “Althcugh all three helicopters [Knife 51, Jolbvs 11 amed
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EXTRAGTION OPERATION Feecus ship Joiy-43,
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fulloaed by Jolly-13, spproacies Kab Faag's et heach
in the Tage of Khrtér Rouge meket-propellad grenadss and maching gun die, which jomeed if 1o furs beek.

12] raked the shureline with minigun and submachine gun fin,
Jelly 11 took grownd Gre Irom all quadrants, some less than 30
mctors away” Caprain Thomss Des Brisay suid in his official repor
oA Lhe operuiion, when describing the last extrciion ellon oo the
casterm hessch, “The Marines began an orderly withdrawal from the
o line, stopping every few Teet 1o [re (heir weapons. Encmvy re-
sislance was almost fanatical ”

At ome point, Captain Brisay saul iha as
they reulized the Marines were escaping
from their grasp, “Cambodian soldicrs
stormed the helicoplar and reached hand-
grenade rangs. Jwst as ane of them stamed 1o
throra lus grenznie the whole sToup was cut
diorarn bar mringzun asd ffle e

Air Force pararescuemen poared M- 16
fire 21 Khmes forees as they pulled wounded
hlarines aboand the CH-33. From dofensive
FI'EIRiEI-.i'.IrE o the beach armond the I:.rig |:_:I:||:|p—
per. other Mariwes remumed fire thicagh a
pall of smcke,

A Mail fororand air eomitro]ber boeed over-
kead in ap OW-104 Broneo, mlled in on
eneny gun positions and unlesshed white-
Toost, ““Willie Pete™ 205 nch rockets, Hizher
up, a circling AC-1304 Spectire punship
poundest enpmy positons with & continuous
barrage of 20mm and 40mm cannon fize.
First Licutenant Rechard O Brios® CH-T3,
Kaife 51, ripped a minigan fary 2long a trec-
Tiedd Beack of the weslem landing zone.
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Hewmry 8. Wilsen, which picks them up and delivers them safaly back aboard Mayaguer. The fmal batthe of the Vismam War uitimately cost 21 Amerizan fives.

The scene was sarmeal a5 the sun dipped, casting a peacelul, red-
orange glow while tracers criss-crossed the dusky sloy, and palsing,
eormadors of fre swept the darkening jungle, The sxtraction cffores
contined info the darkness. with the hooches thal weps still bam-
ing from our sockets, serving as o navigation heacon for the resous
helivopters. Om the ground, the din of whirling rotor biades, suto-
malic wespons fire and exploding mortar and connon rounds
droamid out even the loudest commands. The air reeked of spent
sordite, for cxhamst and s=l1 spray,

HOW, AS THE LAST 27 MARINES wore fighting their wiy abourd Knife
31 in the dosk, Air Force Tech. Sgt. Wayne Fisk ran through in-
temze fire in 2 half-crowch across the beach o a tree Tine to make
sure oo oo was lefi behind. He spotied two young Marines laving
doram suppressive five, umaware the helicogter was aboul 1o depurt.
Fisk goe their attention and the thres sprinted for the CH-53 and
clamberzd up the ramp as it lifted off,

Only howrs Later, with Marines sealzred on several differcnt
ships, was il found that three Marines of an M-80 machine fun
crew, Pfe Gary Hall, Lance Cpl. Joseph Hargrove snd Private
Dznny Marshall, had possibly been lett behind alive. Ferther rscue
effioms were doerned too dangerous 1 purste, 1t was Bater confirmed
Uit the: thres Marines were subsequently capured, torured and
exccwied by the Khmer Fouge.

Fourteon houwrs of intense combad wis over Soon, a deathly
shrozd fel] over Koh Tang Island. Mavagnes had sieamed off, un-
derway o Thailand once aguin, and the westem landing wone wis
dark cxeepd for the eene wank of an abundoned strobe light an e
beach. marking the sice of the last Grefight of the last battle of
America's loag and bitter Vietnam War, 7

Fic Hunrer verirad as an Aie Force colored with 38300 howrs in kigk

performance T-38, F-4 and F-15 aircrafl, and three Top G
Awards in the F-I5 Saple,
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erde batthe imenziies an Koh Tang, the Mapagmes crew is releassd and =261 on e Tesi iemler Sigvasito the destrayar
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