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OFFICE OF THE
COMMANDER IN CHIEF
PACIFIC AIR FORCES

TO: GENEML CARLTON

Dear P.K. ,

Had i t  not  been for the determina-

t ion and courage of  our chopper crews

in the assaul t  landings aE Koh Tang,

the Mayaguez incident could have been

a minus instead of  a Plus.

We have put the storY together

in the at tached booklet .  I  th ink you

wi l l  f ind i t  fascinat ing reading,
part icular ly about the great job of

the Jo11ys.

L/
/ ' - ' - . ''LOUTS L. WILSON, JR.
General ,  USAF

_ _'Q) v.  r - '  . /
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UNCLASSIFIED

ILT SCHMMM, JOHN H.
I  LT LUCAS, JOHN P.
SSGT. GROSS, ROMLD A. -  I ' I IA
AIC ARRIETA, EDUARDO E.
SSGT BARSCHOI,I ,  JAMES M.

KNrFE 3l  (925)

MJ CORSON, HOWARD A.,  JR. -  WIA
zLT VANDEGEER, R]CHARD - KIA
SSGT HARSTON, JON D. -  I .JIA
SGT HOFFMASTER, RANDY L.

KNIFE 32 (e32)

ILT LACKEY, MICHAEL B.
zLT WACHS, CALVIN O.
TSGT OLS EN, MICMEL B.
SSGI MORALES, NICK - I ,JIA

KNrFE 5r (927)

ILT BRiMS, RICMRD C.
zLT DANIELSON, DINNIS L.
SSGT RILEY, MRION L.
AIC PACK, PHILLIP A.
TSGT FiSK, WAYNE L.
SGT COOPER, ROLAND A.,  JR.

KNrFE s2 (626)

ILT RAKITiS, ROBERT E.
ZLT LYKENS, DAVID J.
SSGT MCDOI,]ELL, DOI ' iALD R.
TSGT DUNBAR, I , I lLL IAI4 R.

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER
CO-PI LOT
FLIGHT MECHANIC
FLIGHT MECHANIC
PHOTOGRAPHER

AIRCRAFT COI4MNDER
CO-P I  LOT
FLIGHT MECHANIC
FLIGHT MECHANIC

A I RCRAFT COMT,IANDER
CO-P I  LOT
FLIGHT MICHANIC
FL I  GHT MECHAI{I  C

AiRCRAFT COMi'1ANDER
CO.PILOT
F L I GHT I '1E CHAN I C
FLiGHT I4ECHANIC
PARARESCUEMAN
PAMRESCUEM|\I

AIRCRAFT COMI/,ANDER
CO-PILOT
F L I GHT MiC HA.I{ I  C
FL I  GHT MEC HAIi  I  C

4-3
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UNCLASSIFIED
ATTACHI4ENT 4

HELICOPTER CREI^lS PARTICIPATINGIN THT OPERATION

JOLLY GREEN l l  (364)

ILT BACKLUND, DONALD R.
I  LT I , I t  I  KEL ,  GARY L.
SSGT CASH, HARRY W.
MSGT ELDRIDGE, JOHN J.
SGT STANALAND, JOSEPH S.
AIC MRX, BRAD I .
ILT RAND, RONALD T.

J0LLY GRrEN r2 (793)

CAPT JACOBS, PAUL L.
CAPT NICKIRSOI. i ,  MARTIN A.
SSGT KAISER, JOSEPH L.
MSGT GRAY, DAV I  D L.
SGT C00K, BURT 1, ' l . ,  

i * .

JOLLY GREEN I2 (ZS:1

CAPT WALLS, BARRY R.
LT COMER, RICHARD L.
SGT DEJTSUS, JESUS P. -  |^JIA
(55GT CASH ,  HARP.Y H. REPLAC ED
TSGT PATTERSON, DAViD L.
SGT STYER, RAI ' {DY H.
AIC RHINTHART, FREDERICK

JOLLY GRTEN I3 (794)

ILT GRTER, CHARLES R.
I  LT BRO|^JI I  ,  CHARL ES D.
SSGT } i I I IG, MiLAS L.
SSGT FROEHLJCH, TdP.L J.
SGT LUIIDRIGAIi ,  ROI ' IALD A.
SGT LEI ' i l ' l lNN, STLPHEN l , l .

JOLLY GREEN 4I (795)

ILT COOPER, THOi" iAS D.
ILT KEITH, DAVIJ ' r l .
TSGT LITTLE, RI iORI. ITLL
SSGT DOI{OVAIi ,  JTFFRET
SSGT BERAIIEK, TFiOi4AS E .
AIC FERRIS, JOI i i {  E.

^ -  
t  r  

^ '  '  ^  
\

UEJL)U)J

AI RCRAFT COMMNDIR
Co-PILOT
FLIGHT MECHANIC
PARARESCU EI.,IAN
PARARESCUEMAN
PARAR E SCU EMAN
CAMTRAMN

A I RCRAFT COI'1I'1ANDER
CO-P I  LOT
FLI GHT MECHANIC
PARAR TSCUEMAN
PARARESCUEMN

A I RCRAFT COMI'IANDER
CO- P ]  LOT
FL I  GHT I4ECHAN I  C

PARAR E SCU EMAN
PARARESCU EI, lAN
PAP,ARESCU EI"1AN

A I RCRAFT COI'IMANDER
CO-PiLOT
FL I  GIIT MEC HAN I  C
PARAR ISCU EI '1AN
PAP.AR E SCU El'/rAN
PARARE SCU II '1AN

AiRCRAFT COMiiAI. IDER
CO-PILOT
FLIGI- iT I ' IECHAi i IC

,FL I  GHT, I ' lECHAN I  C
PARARESCUEI. iAN
PARARESCUEMAN

UNCLASSIFIED
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ILT PACINI '  
PHILIP M.

ILT DUBE, ROBERT C.
TSGT STRAUGHN' ANDRE!] ,
SSGT JABLONSKI,  MARTIN
SSGT BROWN, MICHAEL A.
AIC DUNHAM, LEl^ l IS 1. ,  I i ]
SSGT CAVAVOS

JOLLY GREEN 43 (792)

CAPT PURSER, ROLAND I^ ' .
1 LT GRADLE, ROBERT P.
TSGT I^I ILLiNGHAM, BILLY
TSGT HARDING, PETER S.
SGT BATESON, THOMAS J.
AIC I4CKIVER, DENNIS I ,J.

JOLLY GRTEN 44 ( i86)

D.

- l. l lA

ILT BLOUGH, ROBERT D.
I  LT M SON ,  HEI{RY M.
SSGT BOUNDS, ROBERT G.
SSGT HOI, IELL ,  J iMI4Y F.
SGT DALY, BRUCE M.
AIC ASH, DAVID D.

KNiFE 2r (e26)

LCOL DENHAI. ' I ,  JOHN H.
ILT POULSEN, KARL hl .
TSGT BOISSONIJAULT, ROBERT A.
SSGI RUMBAUGH, ELI, IOOJ E. -  I ( iA

KNrFE 22 (928)

CAPT OHLEI ' , I I  i  ER, TERRY D.
2LT GRE ER , DA', ' i  D l , ' i .
SSGT I , I I  LSON ,  M] CHAEL C.
SGT PAUL, I {ORI. IAi . I  A.
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. .  .AIRCMFT COMF,ANDER
CO-PILOT
FLIGHT MECHANIC
FLiGHT MECHANIC
PARARESCUEMAN
PARARESCUEMN
CAMERAl',tAN

A I RCMFT COMMANDER
CO- P I  LOT
FLIGHT MECHANIC
PAMRESCUEMN
PARARESCUEMN
PAMRESCUEMAN

AIRCRAFT COMMANDER
CO-PI LOT
FLIGHT MECHANIC
FL IGHT MECHANIC
PARARESCUEMN
PARAR.ESCUEMN

A iRCRAFT COMFANDER
CO-PiLOT
FL I  GHT I4EC HAN I  C
FLiGFiT MECHANiC

A I RCRAFT COI4MND ER
CO- P I  LOT
FL I  GI lT 14ECHAN I  C
FL IGI lT MECHANIC

.+-(

UNCLASSIFIED



I UNCLASSIFIED
ATTACHMENT 3

CREI^I  STATUS .  USAF I , I IA/KIA;

KIA t^ l IA

X

CALL SIGN NAME

Knife

Kn' i f  e

Knife 31 2Lt Vandegeer (Cn1

Kni fe 3l Maj Corson

Kni fe 3l SSgt Harston

Knife 32 SSgt Moral  es

REMARKS

Lost at  sea.

Gunshot wounds' in both shoulders,' lef  t  th i  gh,  f  oot  ,  and head
(grazed).  Surgery conducted
on Cora I  Sea.

A' i rcraf t  took hi  t  on co-pi  1ot
s ide. Body remained in ajrcraf t
dur ing f i re.

Five- inch cut on back received
at impact.  Treated and
rel  eased on Coral  Sea.

Second-degree burns r ight  Iovrer
armt ent i re lef t  arm. Received
injur ies exi t ing aircraf t .
Treated and released on Coral
Sea .

Gunshot wound ' in chest.  Col  I  apseci
lung and severed majn artery.
Flown to U-Tapao on K 32 for
in ' i t ia l  surgery and evacuated
to Clark.  Recovery expected.

Shrapnel  wound in the shoulder.

Gunshot wound I  ef t  I  eg.  Trea ted
on Coral  Sea.

?1

23

SSgt Rumbaugh

SSgt Gr os s

Jo1 iy

Jo1 1y

43

1?

Sgt Bateson

SSgt DeJesus

*Entr ies are in chronologica' l  order.

3-t

UNCLASSIFIED



ATTACHI4ENT 2

IMCTlON, RECAP*

UNCLASSIFIEDI
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JG 1I
JG I2
JG 13
JG 4I
JG 42
Jt-:  qJ

JG 44

Kzt
f \  ( l

K 23
K3t
K32
K 5t
K52

I  NSERTION

20

.U
tr )t

IJ

RE I NFORC II.IENT
-

?7
4-(o

28

5

ME DE VAC

4 (r{rA)

5 (r^JIA)

t t
27
( .Y

EXTRACT ION
-
?0

54
74 (ao + 3a1

70 (q + 2e)

218

Does not i  nc I  ude

l9

Total  I  3 l

Total  Inserted:

Tota I  I4EDEVACED/Extracted :

KIA lef t  on is land:

MtA.I  t ln.

100 9

*inc' l .udbs only thoSe,our ided oh Kci i  TanQ and evacuafed.one l ' lar ine wounded on K 32 before of  f roJor 'nq.  
-

23 I  ***

t l /

1
I

3

1- |

**Four usAF crevi  members- plus 20 l4ar ines and z usl l  personnel  on board.Three crew mennbers plus tb ua. inei-pi . r .o" i ,p fv us5 wi lson, i3 KIA,
***seven addi t ional  personnel  were unable to disembark f rom hei  icopters(f ive on JG 4r and two. on i -sz).  These i .u"n are not incruded in the , ,23i , ,f  igure.  l le iTner ?r^e,  the'pe.nsonne.J." . f  r .om t<-: i  lncluded 5. in. . - iney neverreached the beach. Alr  ?T personnel ,  as we1 as K 3r personner and thoseviho were taken to Koh rang but could not unioad, are l is ted in an unclas-si f ied messase from the c6nr,qanding oeneiai , ; ;_r{ar ine oir i i ron,  t i i led,"Koh Tang Operat ion,  personn.r-noi te,^ iu) , ;  z iosozZ l lay 75.

UNCLASSIFIED
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c. EXTRACTION (5 HELOS)
Tro[Z-:ft]Ol( lB00L -  20301)

DAMAGETI}'IE

l l t5z
( rBr sL)

l l30z
lrarol)

HELO

JG-l l /364
LT BACKLUND

JG-t?/7 93
CAPT I.IALLS

K-51 / 927
LT BRIHS

JG-4?(43) /7e?
CAPT PURSER

JG-44 /786
LT BLOUGII

JG-4 4/  786
LT BLOUGI.I

K-s1 /927
LT BRIMS

lodnrroH

E^lT

EAST

G5F
EXTRACTED

?0

NONE

3 I I ( ]LTS. AFT SECTION
DAMAGED.

I"IAJOR BATTLE DAHAGE.
sLIOER CUIDE MAST. TAIL
ROTOR SECTION. HYD LINEs.
AIIX FUEL TANKS. ROTOR
OLAOES. INTIRMEDIATE GEAR
BOX.

NONE

NOI{E

NONE

NONE

NONE

RECOVERY

CORAL SEA

CORAL 5EA

CORAL SEA

CORAL SEA

OFF.LOAOED
ON HOLT

CORAL SEA

CORAL sEA

HAO DELIVERED FUEL
ENROUTE FROH U-T.

t

FoR K-52 oil CoAST
ASsISTEO K-23 SAR.

REMARKS

K-2.3'S GSF I  CREI{.  RECOVTRED.

ASSISTED RECOVERY OF K-23. I  USAF
I{IA, S/SGT DEJESUS. NOT RETAUNCHEO.

'fi ITEST

,;--
r+L) I

41

54

34

l l50z
( rBs0L)

11542
(rBs4L)

1r572
1 r asrr)

1230t
( re3ol)

l3t0z
(2or0L)

HEST

I.IE5T
i

ilrsr
I

40

29

218

I.IENT TO HOLT TO SAVE TTHE. OFF.
LOADED IN THE DARKIIESS. RETURNED TO
KOH TANG.

LAST MARINES EXTMCTED AFTER SEVERAL
ATTEHPTS I{HICH IIERE HINDERTO 8Y
DARKNESS.
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HELO

K-5?/626
I/LT RAKITIS

K-51 / 927
I/LT BRIMS

JG 42(43)/792
CAPT PURSER

JG I  r /364
I /LT BACKLUNO

JG 12l793
CAPT JACOBS

Jc-42(43] '  /7s?
CAPT PURSER

I  tJ)  I

LOCATION '  I I ISERTED

EAST t N0NE

l lEsT r  
'19

TIME

04 s0z
( l tsoL)

04 s5z
( l l55L)

04s52
( l t5sL)

05002
(12001)

05002
( rzool)

073 5Z
( r43sL)

HEST

}IEST

HOOERATE-2HOLESIN

HINOR - ONE HOLE IN
sPoNSoN (snoreH HYo LINE)

NONI

NONE
;

NONT

LINE HIT. ONE ENGINE

RECOVERY

THAI COAST

U-T

AIR REFUEL

AIR REFUEL

t t  7
u- |

CORAL STA
FOR REPAIRS

REHARKS

FUEL DELIVEREO BY K-5I,  AIRCMFT
ATTEHPTED RETURTI TO U.T AND FORCTD
DOI'|N 37NM SE U-T. (FLT. CONTROL
PROBLEHS. )

PICKEO UP 5 I{ IA GSF FROM LZ ANO
DELIVERED TO U-T. RELAUNCHED.

JG.43 USED 42 CALL SIGII  HEREAFTER.

SUPPORTED RESCUE ATTEI,IPT BY JG 43,
BELOI{. REFUELED AT CORAL SEA.
RELAUNCHED.

PICKED UP 1 } I IA FROH LZ ANO GSF
F},I K-52 ON THAI COAST. RETAUNOIED.

ATTEHPTED K-23 RESCUE. I USAF IIIA,
SGT BATESON.

t l

LO

5AR

I.IEST

EAST FUTL
OUT.

a "  ' . ' . -

, ' -

f '  ; '  r
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I1IE'

?1052
( 06osr )

?3052
( 060sr )

/1052
( 0r,051)

z?552
(0sssL)

21002
( 060oL )

21002
( 06col )

? t00z
( 06ooL )

21402
(06401)

00202
( 0/20r.  )

00?02
(07201)

0l t5z
{oBlsL}

0l ' l  0z
(t0t0L)

HELO

JG I  l /364
I/LI  B^CKLUNO

JG I  2/793
CAPT JACOBS

.rc l l / /94
I /LT f iRTIR

K-21 1926
L/COL OENHAH

R-22l9ZB
CAPT OHLEHEIER

x-23 / 6?l
l / tT scl|RAHH

K-I /925
IIAJ CORSON

K-32t932
I /LT LACKIY

JG-42/785
l /Lr  n^ctNl

JG-43/792
CAPT PURSTR

.,G-l ' l / /q4
I  /LT. GRIER

J0-41/795
l /LT CooPER

GSF
LOCATION INSERTEO

HOLT i .

HOLT *T

l lo lT i .
I

r{EsT 20
I

I{EsT NONE

rAsT 20 i

ATTACIIMEIIT l: SUHIIARY CHARTS

A. INSERIIoN ( l l  HELQS: 3 T0 USS H0LT/8 T0 KoH TANG
.JVVI '  UJUU{,, ,

0600t - 10001)

DAMGE

HONE

NOIIE

NONt

DITCHED INH IINI.I  ISLANO

},IAJOR BATTLE DAHAGE.
ENGilTE ouT, R0T0R 8LAoES
I)AHAGTD. INSI PAIIEL SHOT
OUT, I IUHIROUS HOLTS.

IAIL PYLON SI{OT OFF,
cRnsi l t0 0N 8EACH.

HIT APPROACHII IG LZ.
CRASHID/BURIITD ON 8EACH,

H0J0R BATTLE 0AHAGE, ?-F007
Ht)Lt  (RoCKtT).  75 HOLES tN
FUS€LAGE,

HAJOR BATTLE DAI.IAG€. I9
} IOLTS IN FUSI-LAGI.  AFCS
DAHAGED.

Nr)IIE

RECOV€RY

U-T

U.T

i

EAST i lond

THAI COAST

I4A.ION BATTLE DAHAGT. RAYONG
35 l ro l t5 I i l  AtRCRAFT.
ROTOR BLADE CAI''IAGT.
FUTL/OIL/HYD LEAKS.

HAJOR BATTLE DAHACE. 15 U.T
HOLES II{ FU5ELAGE. FUEL
TAIIKS/ROTOR BLAOES DAHAGED.

HEST I  3

I,IES T

HEST 27

HEST 29

tAsT sAR

U-T

U-T

U-T

rTlmes are arrproxlmate and exDressed 1n Iulu.  For, local  t lme, add seven hours.

rr lotal  of  57 Har ' lnes and l l  other personnel  (6 ctvt l lan ml l l tary seal l f t  volunteers.2 USAF EOD,
del  lvered. Breakout by hel  lcopter not aval lable.

/v\f,Y,+ 6eG z' Z^lci DC^"/7

REHARKS

PICKED UP K-22 GSF ENROUTE TO U.T.

AIR REFUELEO & ATTEHPTED RESCUE OF
K.23: SIE EIITRY BTLO'J AT TIHE OII5Z.

3 CRfl{ RECoVERED 8Y X-32.
I KI A , S/sGT RUI,TBAUGH .

JG-II PICKED UP GSF AHO RETURIIED TO
U-T.

CREI{/GSF OH LZ. RECOVEREO I.ATER 8Y
JG l l  -  s/sGT CR05S r{ tA.

I3 KtA. l3 suR'/ tvoRs 0N uss stLsoi l .
z/LT VATIOEGEER KtA. 2 USAF }I IA:
} lAJ CORSON. s/SGI HARTSOII.

I USAF l{lA: S/SGT IIORALES HtoEYAc
T0 CLARK. I USHC flA 0r{ A/C.
'| us ARrly t)tD Not otsEt{8ARx. il07
RELAUIICHEO.

NOT RELAUNCII€D,

RELAUNCHED.

RTPAIRED. FLOI{II  TO U.T. NOT
RELAUIICHED.

AIR REFUELEt, TfICE. INSERTIOII OI
FIFTH ATTEHPT. H()T RELAUNCIIEO.

2 USH. and I  US Anny l lngulst)


