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From: Majoar Peter C. BROWN 097 28 25 29/0302 USMC i
To: Comuanding Ganeral

S5ubj:, Iavestigqation to Ingquire inte the Circumstances
surrounding the Missing in Acticn Status in the Casze
. Pf Private Pirst Class Gary. C, HALL '‘La4-T4 0331
USMC, ILance Corporal Joseph N. HARGROVE DTl

mis 5800 of 24 May 1975

033] DSMC and Privatme Danpoy .. MARSHAIT,

G311 psMC
Ref: (]l HMARCORCASPROCMAN, par 7004 ' - S
Encl: (1} &G, 34 Marine Division appointing oxder 7/LHB/

- (2) sStatement of Captain Mykle E. STAHL DE7o-
i 217 DSMC : :
¥ (3) Statemont of Captain James H. -DAUES- T, :
el iaTd OSMC
3 b (4} Statement of Second Lieutenant James W. DAVIS
AT UySMC -
{5} Statement of Gunnery Sergeant Lester A. MCNEMAR
wdie ¥ b USMC
= (6} Statement of Staff Sergeant Clark E. HALE a#rA
SR DT & OSHC
- % {7} Statement of Sergeant Carl C. ANDERSON bA7a
e DT USMC - -
: ] {8) Statement of Lance Corporal JSohn 5. STANDFAST
ol - Sas-Tal. osMc
oy {(9) Statement of Private Pirst Class Robert K,
~..' ATEKING Dafro ISHC
= {13) Statement of Private First Class lLowell R. - .
:_:il_" - = mm .. bﬁ-‘rf. ____u.snr_. —_— e e it ———— - ———
5O {11) Statement of Private First Class Jeffrey M. KERN
Dbl Usmc
(12) Statement of Private Firat Clags Terry G.
LAMBERT 247 USHC
(13) Statement of Private First Clasg Willie .T, "
OVERTON o T, ISHC
(14} Statement of Private Firast (Class Andrew F.
PIECENA 247Td DSHC
(15} Statement of Private First Clazss Fernahdo A.
RIOS . USMe _
{16) Statement of Private First Class 2milis TREVINO
Tors nsSMC
{17} Copy of Chranclogical Pecord of Medical Care™For -

Larce Corporal Josepi N. HARGROVE
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{18) sStatement of Private First Class David M. WAGNER
T T L4 UsMC

(18) Statement of Private Mario GUTIERREZ el
D4 TH USHC .

[20} ‘Summary. of Personal Ristory for Private Pirst
Clase Gary €. HALL Ta-rd OSMC, Lance v
Corporal Jogeph N. HARGROIVE DT 4 osme
and Private Danny G. MARSHALL w74 OSMG

f2l) Annotated Aerlal Photo «f Xoh Tang Island,

e o Cam.bﬁdia -

o m— ]

c. _:Freliminary &tatement -

1. In accordance with the Commanding General, 33 Marina
Jivision appointing arderx of 24 May 1%75, which appears as
enclosure (1), a detailed investigation into the evants
sarrounding the missing in action status of these three
Marines cited in the subject, above, and nereinaftex,
referred Lo zs AALL, HARGRUOVE and MARSHALL was conducted.
The results of this investigation are aa set forth in the
remalinder of this investigative report.

2. This investigation, required by reference [z}, was s
necessitated by the disappearance and declaration as misaing

in action. of AALL, HARGROVE and MARSHALL upon conglusion af
combat operations on Eoch Tang Island, Cambodia. Foh Tang

island center of mass-is located at geographic coordinates

10 degrees 18 minutes 50 seconds Worth, 103 degrees 8 min-

ntes zero zero ‘seconds Fast. These three Marines, members

of Company "E", Second Battalion, Ninth Marine Regiment, -
were part of the Marine force which made a helicopter borne
assault on Xoh Tang Islanéd during the morning of 15 May 1975.

3. Foh Tang island is forest covercd. has no mountains, 13

five miles long and one bile wide. Beachea are sandy on the
| North Faat sijde of the island and more rocky on the Narth

West side. Al]l approaches to the island have deep water. -

4. The area of Koh Tang Island in which Marine force
operationa took plage waa characterized by normal wropical
foliage which inzluded dense jungle forest broken by an area
without trees but in which grass ranging from & to & feef in
heigh®t was presant. Visimility ian the general ar=as of
sperations where HALL, HARGROVE and MARSHALL were last seen
was rimited during daylight hours and nonexistent during
darkness. The beach area from which all pe-somel were
extracted was clear,

£. Combat operations againstz enemy forzces continued Shrough-
pu% =he daylight hours with extraction of Marzine forszes —

gffecsted during the hours of darkness on 15 May 1975, -
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HALYL, HARGROVE and MARSHALL were present and participated in
combat operations throughout the day, as indicated in the
findinga of fact, below. HNone of the three Marines were
indured or wounded prior to their disappearance. None of
the thMree men waye geen subdeqguent to the final extraction -
of the Marine force from Koh Tang Island which occurred
ahout 2200, 15 May 1375,

£. The gervice and health recoxds of EALL, HARGROVE and
MARSHALL were reviewed in detail with a smmmmary of persanal ,
history contained in-enclosere (20}. The health record of -
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9. The service records of HALL, HARGRCOVE and HARSHALL
dizelased that HALTL and HARGROVE wexa unqual;f;ed_ﬁulmmers
and that MARSHALL was a Third Class Swimmer.
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Findings of Fact
« -% = L+ That- HALL, HARGROVE and MARSHALT, landed on Kuthang . e
- I3land, Cambodia at aboot X230 on 15 May 1975, .

2. That HALL, HARGROVE and MARSHALL comprised an M-6(
pachine qun tean which was attached to the 32 Platoon,
Company- "E", 2nd Battalian, Winth Marines.

d. That the machineg gun team formed by these threa Marines

was poaitioned an the extreme right flank of a 180 degree. -
- defenalve perimeter, of which the right porticn consisted -

of the 3@ Blaroon of Company "E*T S

. 4.  That_.the 1B0* defeonsive perimeter extended a maxizmum of
200 meters from the beach at ita farthest point. inland.

-~ 5. That the machine gun poaitien-oscupied by HEALL, HARGROVE
- -+ -and KAPSEALL was losated not @more than 25 metera from-the

beach.
oD - .8 That HALL, BARGROVE and MARSHALT were locatred absut 5 rms e ale
. cmatexrs forward of a position co-gccupied by Sergeant-Tarl . METELE.

C. ANDERSON, 1d Platoon right guide and Priwvave Pirst Class
Fernzndo A. RIOS.

7. That during ¢he dayligh® hours of 15 May 1975 HALL, °
~HARGROVE and MARSHALL were.obserwed in +heir defepnaive
position by several menmbers of Company "E°. -

- T, That between L1830 and 1%40 a prearranged sigmal—wan
--—-somnded initixtimy -withdrawal of the defensive perimeter. . -
toward the kheach, %o execute the extraction of all Marige Ta
forcez from Koh Tapg Island, -

. . That prior o initiation of the preplanned withdrawal .
HALL, HARGROVE and MARSHALL had heen briefed on the sequence R
.of events which would culminate with the extrac%ion of all I
Marine farces fram Foh Tang Island.

-~ -==-10%- That when the -signal-wes-sounded te begin withdrawing e I
=z, .toward the beach area, PFOCRIOCS, who was located abogt S 2 =
i T meters from RALL, HARGROVE and MARSHALL  shouted o the three
‘Marineg-telling them to-pull back, whersaupen QIDS withdrew L L

-and-did not see the three men againm.

11.- That the firs+t phase 2% the withdrawal was executed as
planned and a perimeter deferse was teestablished.
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12. That near daxkness prevailed when the signal to’
cormence withdrawal was sounded and the action was executed. o

13. That upon reeatablishment of the perimeter defansaa, .

.« HALL, AARGROVE and MARSHALL were observsd by Sgt . ANDERSOM +o5 0 ... _
be nervous and in a confuaed gtate. Purthermore, upan LT
questioning the three wen Sgt ANDERSON derermined their ———
Supply of machine gun ammunition was completely expended.

14. That upon determining BALL, HARGROVE and MARSHALL wera
ineffective as a machine gun. team, Sgt ANDERSON ordeced them . ——iae
to move fo a naw posxiticn which was located to the. laft of =
the position occupied by Captain James H. GAVIS, Cammapding - - -
Officar, Companhy “G¥, who was themk- in charge of 71l Maring SeTIc
forces remaining on Koh Tang Island, and then € board . the et
naxt helicopter which.wasg extracting Marines from the 1sland, . -,

15. That Sgt ANDERSON was the last member of the Marine . .-
foreé to see HALL, HARGROVE and MARSHALL and that the tipe Fr
Wwas akout 1700, . - am

" ~l6. That Capt DAVIS' position was located about 2ETmeters -~
‘—. from. the paoint where Sgt ANDERSON directed HALLD, FARGROVE - ° -_—
-.and MARSEALL to withdraw from the reestahlished defenaive - .

' rerimeter. :

. L17.- That HALL, HARGROVE ard MARSHALL did poc Ireport ko
Capt DAVIS. o

. s.-18. _That during the approximate time whap BALL, -HARGROVE .
-, _and MARSEALL should have reported to Capt DAVIS a state of o
confusion existed in and about the beach zrea. ’ .
19. That when che Sth of 5 helicopters landed incoming
enemy asnall arms fire was received as well as. inconing
cllemy grenades and that the pxecution of a final-protzctive
fire was ordersd by Capt DAVIS, . . -

20. That after the 5th of & helicopters lifted off a 30-40

minute period of quiet prevailed at the Koh Tang Island .

extraction site. At this time no sounds we-= hesrcd citgide -
- < the .Marine defensive perimeter. LI E s o

21l. That aboit 10 minutes aAfter the 5th af § helicopters
1ifred off Koh Tang Island an aerial iilumiration flare was
—ignited which lighted.the entire area ir' an® arsung the -

Marine defensjve perimeter. At this time np movement was

chserved outside the perimetar.
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22. That before 1ift-off of the final helicopter a check .

- of the baach area was made by Capt DAVIS, his quUnneyry .
Fergeant and the Air Force helicopter crew chief and that _
no perzonnel romained in the beach area. . .

- 23. 'That darkness prevailed when the last extraction of -
Marine force personnel was made from Koh Tang Ialand,—-

£4. That subsequent to-the extraction of Marima forces from -
Roh Tang Island a search fer gerialized equimment kaown to :

" 'be in the possession-wf BALL; HARGROVE and MARSHALE -wa g SRR
directed-by Capt STAEL resulting—in negative—findings . T

~2%. That a physical search Bf Roh Tang Isiand was not macdae .
- aftexr HALL, HARGROVE and MARSHALL were dizscovered miaaing o
TrovmeeTar the conduct of such a-geareh was nat authorzzed —— - A

- Opinicna ..

l. That all Marine force parscmnel exercising authority over
HALL, HARGROVE and MARSHALYL performed their dutias in a .
satisfactory manner. - - = S

- - - -2, That HALL, HARGROVE and MARSHALL did aot ¢bey the order )
iggsued hy Sergeant. ANDERSOY +o report 0o Captain DAVLS? -
P position and moved elsewhere. , S

F. That HALL, HARGROVE and. MARSHALL were not in the heli-
. copter landing site area after lift off of the S5+h of & o
""""" - extraction helicopters. -~ _-: . R : .

“. That HALL, HARGROVE and MARSHALL were not in the heli-
copter landing site area when 4he &th and final extraction -

helizopter lapded. -

3. That if HALL, HARGROVE and MARSHALL rad besn in the

general vicimity of helicopter landing site area "Ehey Wouldd o -
have artempted to board either the 5+h o 6th hellcopter

unleas they were unconscious, incapacitated because of

wounds, or were dead,

= &. That if HALL, HARGROVE-and MRREHALL had been- congscious, -

- and/or wounded .or separated ‘from the Marines remainipng in o
the helicopter landing site.area, they would have-called for - .
help during the 30-4D minute period of quiet which prevailed
after the Sth of 6 helicopters lifted off. S
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B. That HALL, and HARGROVE would not have attempted to swim
from Keoh Tany Island because they were ungualified swimmers. .
- . 9. That MARSHALL could have attempted to swim to safety . N

from FKoh Tang Ialand.

10. That HARLL, HARGROVE and MARSHALL could have been fatally
wounded subsequent to the time they were last seen by sSgt
ANDERSON at ahout 2000 and the time when the final helicopter
lifted nff, since there wan £iring by both enemy forces and
.the Marilnes awaiting extraction from Ech Tang Island.
Recommendation

1. That the status of HALL, HARGROVE and MARSHALL be
changed fram missing in action to killed in action {(body not P

recovered) . -
:kﬁgiaﬁ (2r~i§;}mclahﬂ/’

PETER C. BRIOWN
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