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The Mayaguez Affair

rhe Mayaquez affair, he [Cambodian Deputy Premier
Jeng Sary] implied, was all a horrible mistake.

« « . He contended that a “local commander®” had
taken it upon himself to seize the ship. "I did
not know of the capture until I heard the news on
the U.S. radio,” he said. The commander was sum
moned to Phnom Penh but did not arrive until the
next day. It took Sary and his colleagues three -
hours to decide to release the ship, and then they
made a critical error. "We did not broadcast our
decision until the following morning,” said Sary.
By then, the U.S. attack was under way.

. (U) Whatever the truth to this contention, it
proved to be costly to both Cambodia and the United
States. In two days of action, the month-ocld Communist
country lost nine naval patrol boats. It also suffered
air strikes on the Ream naval base and airfield, and on
the Kompong Som port, railroad yard, and petroleum
refinery, as well as air strikes and naval gunfire on
Koh Tang, taking many casualties. The United States
listed 15 known dead, three missing and presumed dead,
and 49 wounded in direct combat action at Koh Tang, plus
23 dead in a related accident. Three Air Force heli-
copters were shot down on the island, and a number of
other aircraft were damaged.

(U) The Mayaguez incident was ", . . a daring show
of nerve and steel by a nation whose will, after Vietnam

{and Cambodia]l, hag come under question around the globe,"

observed Newsweek. Ironically, Cambodia itself". . .
furnished the provocation, seizing the unarmed ship in
disputed waters. . . » [President] Ford's answer was a
classic show of gunboat diplomacy. . . . It was swift

.
L

1. James Pringle, interview of Ieng Sary at the conference
-of nonaligned nations in Lima, Peru, in Sep 75, Newsweek, 22 Sep 75,
p 39.
2. Newsweek, 26 May 75, p 16.
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and tough--and it worked,"” "It might also be said,"
opined another observer,1 "it was nice of the Cambodians
to provide Ford with such a heaven-sent opportunity to
display American decisiveness. Only the nitpickers
would point out that it cost 41 American lives to rescue
40 Mayaquez crewmen, including the captain.®

The Selzure

(U) The Mayaguez, an old 10,485-ton cargo ship, was
enroute from Hong Xong to Sattahip, Thailand, with a mixed
load of containers. The vessel, under American registry

.and owned by Sea-Land Service, Inc. of Menlo Park, New

Jersey, was carrying 274 containers (107 routine commercial
cargo, 77 military cargo, and 90 empty:; the 77 containers
of military cargo consisted of 2 of mail, 26 of machine
parts, supplies, and replacement equipment, 3 of sub=-

- sistence supplies, 8 of commissary supplies, and 38 of.

post exchange items). At about 1207202 May 1975,% a
Cambodian gunboat fired warning shots across the bow of
the Mayacuez, and then a rocket over the deck containers.
The sKkipper, Captain Charles T, Miller, ordered the ship
to slow to maneuvering speed, because, as he later related
to newsmen, "Once a man fires across your bow, international
law says he can sink you if you don't obey." He was also
aware that the gunboat's rockets could rip big holes in
the ship's hull. The Mavaquez was stopped and boarded by
the gunboat crew, in naval uniform, at a point some 60
nautical miles from the mainland, and about 7 nautical

*For consistency, times have been adjusted to "Zulu” or GMT;
add 7 hours for Cambodia and Thailand local time, or subtract 4 hours
for EDT (wWashington time).

1. Keyes Beech of the Chicago Dailu News, in reviewing The Four
Days of Mayaguez by Roy Rowan, W.W. FNorton & Co., New York, 1975, in
the Honolulu Sunday Star-Bulletin & Advertiser, 5 oOct 75, p ¢c-12, -
This book, based on personal interviews of the Mavaguez captain and
crew, naval commanders, and President Ford, provides an excellent
account of the incident, especially from the viewpoint of the
captives, Cited hereafter as: Rowan, The Four Days of Mavaguez.
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- miles south~southwest.of the disputed* Poulo Wai islands
(see map, Fig._ ) ). (Map and photos in Command Data, Vol. II.)

(U) A mayday distress signal was picked up by
several other ships in the area and relayed to Jakarta,
Indonesia,t Repeated. attempts to raise the ship's radio
from about 1209002 were unsuccessful, and were terminated
at about 1210002. The emergency message was passed on
to the U.S. Embassy in Jakarta, and the Defense Attaché2
immediately notified Washington of the fact at 120903Z.

(U} It was shortly before dawn in Washington when
the first "flash" of the ship's seizure was received in
the State Department Operations Center. It wasn't until
an hour later, at 1210152, that Secretary of State Henry
A. Kissinger was awakened with the news. ILt. Gen. Brent
Skowcroft, USAF, the President's deputy national security
adviser, learned of the seizure when he arrived at the
White House at 121100Z. President Ford was told about
it at 121140z (7:40 AM EDT), when he came down from his
residential quarters. At that point, about all the
Pentagon could do was to order Air Force and Navy planes
from Thailand and the Philippines to attempt to locate
the ship--and maintain surveillance.-> .

*Ownership of the Wai islands had been in dispute between
Vietnam and Cambodia for many years. They were seized by the
Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Vietnam in Jun 75,
after a week of heavy fighting. However, in Aug 75, the islands
were returned to Cambodia. -

+The radio operator said later that he broadcast signals for
10 hours after the Cambodians selzed the ship, because the radio
Iroom was not entered.

1. New York Times, 16 May 75, p 1; Newsweek, 26 May 75, p l16;
Rowar, The Four paus of Mayaguez, p 33.

2. Msg (U}, USDAO Jakarta to DIRKSA, subj: Lateral CRITIC,
1210552 May 75, Doc 249 .

3. Newsweek, 26 May 75, pp 16-27.
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Initial Reactions

- At 1212002 May 1975, almost five hours after
the boarding, the National Military Command Center (NMCC)
directed an immediate launch of reconnaissance aircraft,
to obtain photo coverage of the ship. The point of
seizure was given as 9°48'N/102°53'E. The Commander in
Chief, Pacific Fleet (CINCPACFLT) ordered the Commander,
Seventh Fleet (COMSEVENTHFLT) to direct his nearest ship
to proceed to the area  "at best speed to provide assistance
as practicable."”l fThe JCS followed this telephoned
directive with a message to CINCPAC at 121437%, confirm-
ing the order to launch reconnaissance aircraft, It was
noted that the ship was proceeding under its own power,
presumably to Kompong Som (Sihanoukville), and that the
radio operator, in a room not ocsupied by the Cambodians,
was still transmitting messages. CINCPAC was also asked
to obtain photo coverage, for intelligence purposes, of
Phnom Penh and Kompong Som at f£first light on the 13th,3
with RF-4C aircraft of PACAF's 432 TFW based at Udorn.

} After stopping and boarding the Mavaguez,
the Camboaians, none of whom spoke English, gestures that

they were looking for arms. After a guick search, the
majority of the ship's crew were transferred to the gun-
boat, agd the remainder stayed on board to operate the
vessel.

(U) At about 1213002, with night falling, the ship
dropped anchor along Poulo Wai, and other armed Cambodians
came on board. Captain Miller's captors ordered him in

l. Msg (S-GDS-83), CINCPACFLT to COMSEVENTHFLT, subj: Boarding
of American Flag Ship (5), 1213372 May 75; retransmitted by CINCPAC
to CINCPACAF, USSAG/7AF & l3AF, 1215022 May 75, Doc 250 .

2. Msg (S-GDS=83), JCS to CINCPAC, subj: CRITIC (5), 1214372
May 75, Doc 251 . - '

: 3. Msg (5-GD5-=83), JCS to CINCPAC & CINCSAC, subj: Boarding
of American Flag Ship (UJ, 1219442 May 75,

4. Msg (S/NOFORN-GDS-83), USS Henry B. Wilson to COMUSSAG/7AF,
subj: Debrief of Mayaquez Crew (U), 171000Z May 75 (Atch 5 to Hist,
USSAG/7AF & JCRC, Apr-Jun 75).
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sign language to proceed to Wharf 2 in Kompong Som port
on the mainland. Miller told them his radar was out
(which was true) and that he could not navigate. At
1223002 (6:00 AM) the next morning, the Cambodians
indicated on charts that they wanted the Ma¥acuez to
proceed to Koh (island) Tang, 25 nautical miles to the
northeast. After stalling as long as he could, Miller
moved the vessel at half speed, still hoping, as he later
recalled, that U.S, planes would come to his rescue. How-
ever, by 1307002, they arrived off Xoh Tang and dropped
anchor. There, the crew was put into fishing boats and

taken to a cove on the island. All nighf long, they hearxd
reconnaissance aircraft flying overhead.

(U) Meanwhile, at noon on the 12th (1216002 May
1975) in Washington, President Ford convened an urgent
meeting of the National Security Council in the Cabinet
Room. Secretary Kissinger, "taking command of the session,"
(according to a Newsweek account) argued that what was at
stake went far beyond the seizure of a U.S. vessel. For
"both domestic and international reasons,” he contended,
"the U.S. had to react--and hard." The closest warships,
already ordered to the area, were the destroyer-escort
USS Harold E. Holt and the refrigerated store ship Vega
(AF-59), both about a day's sail away. The attack aircraft
Carrier USS Coral Sea, steaming for Australia to commemo-
rate the anniversary of the World Was II battle of its
namesake, was diverted to join them. The White House
quickly released the following statement:3

We have been informed that a Cambodian naval vessal
has seized an American merchant ship on the high seas
and forced it to the port of Kompong Som [this desti-
nation was a premature and erroneous assumption]. The
President has met with the National Security Council.
He considers this seizure an act of piracy. He has
instructed the State Department to demand the imme-
diate release of the ship. Failure to do so would
have the most serious consequences [emphasis added].

i
-

l. Newsweek, 26 May 75, pp 16-27.
2. Ibid.
3. New York Times, 13 May 75, p 1.
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Recovery Actions Instituted. 9 CINCPACFLT sent
another message to COMSEVENTHF at 121812Z, soon

after the National Security Council meeting, directing
the Coral Sea and its escorts to steam at full speed

to the vicinity of 9°20'N/102°40'E in the Gulf of Siam,
some 50 miles southwest of Poulo Wai., Additionally, he
ordered the Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) Alpha on

Okinawa to_prepare to get underway to support the
operation.1 A U.S. Navy -P-3 Crion from Cubi Point
spotted the Mayaguez on its radar screen at 1214302,

and made a posmtgve identification at 1301162 (8:16 RM).
She was dead in ths water, approximately two miles north-
east of Poulo Wai,“ but was soon observed to be underway
and heading north. Five hours later, at 1306252, the
ship was again stopped and apparently preparing to
anchor, one mile north of Koh Tang. Reconnaissance
planes, flying low, drew small arms fire from troops on

the shlp.3

(U) In Kansas City, Missouri, on the 13th, mean-
while, Secretary Kissinger said at a news conference
that all diplomatic efforts to obtain release of the
Mayaguez and crew would be exhausted before any other
actlion was taken, ' However, the United States had "other
options to diplomacy" if the Cambodians ignored demands
for release of the ship. "I don't want to comment on
the motivations of the Cambodians in their action,"
said Kissinger. "We are not even sure if the action
was by the government or a local commander. . . . we
consider the incident a seizure of a shig conducting
peaceful trade in international waters."

1, Msg (S-GDS~83), CINCPACFLT to COMSEVENTHFLT, subj: Board-
ing of U.5. Flag Ship (S), 1218122 May 75; retransmitted by CINCPAC
to CINCPACAF & COMUSSAG/7AF, 130015Z May 75, Doc 252 .

2. Msg (5-GDS-83), CTG 72.3 to CTF 72, et al., subj: Board-
ing of American Flag Ship SITREP 7 (S) , 13021027 | May 75; retransmitted
by CINCPAC to CINCPACAF, 1309142 May 75, Doc 253 .

3. Msg (S-GDS-83), CTG 72.3 to CTF 72, et al., subj: Board-
ing of American Flag Ship SITREP 10 (S) , 130715Z May 75; retransmitted
by CINCPAC to CINCPACAF 1308322 May 75, Doc 254

4. United Press International, Kansas Citu. Mo., 14 M&y 75.

¢
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(U) The People's Republic of China seemed unable
{(or perhaps unwilling) to exert any influence on the new
Cambodian government in this incident. Vice Premier Teng
Hsiao-ping said in Paris on 13 May that, "If the United
States intervenes, there is nothing we can do." Teng told
reporters he was unaware of China's reported role as inter=-
mediary in diplomatic negotiations between the Unifed
States and Cambodia to obtain release of the ship.

Efforts to Contain Ship Movement. ’ Meanwhile, the
JCS was 1issuing confirming instructions to CINCPAC on
131017z tg maintain fighter and gunship cover over the

MaxagUEz:

Attempt to effect release of this ship or at least
prevent her movement into port, Overflight of the
gunboats is authorized, together with firing in
front of or to the side of the gunboats as necessary,
Firing on the gunboats 1Is specifically prohibited.
Pisregard of the l2-mile limit Is authorized if
necessary. .

Acting on the basis of a previous telephone call,

" however, Lt. Gen. John J. Burns, COMUSSAG/7AF, had already

launched two F-4s from Udorn at approximately 1307202 to
"interdict progress" of the ship toward Kompong Som., Sub-
sequently, four A-7s and two F~1llls of PACAF's 388 TFW and
347 TFW, respectively, were launched from Korat. Follow=-
up fighter flows were established with Udorn F-4s, in
flights of two, spaced at 30-minute intervals.,3 BAn A-7D
flight fired the first ordnance, eight 2.75-inch rockets,
into the water fore and aft of the Mayaguez at about 4:00
PM (130900Z), as a signal for the ship not to get underway

l. Baltimore Sun, 14 May 75, p 2.

2, Msg (S-GDS=-83), JCS to CINCPAC, subj: Confirmation of
Telephone Instructions (U), 1310172 May 75, Doc 255 ,

3. Msg (C-GDS-81), USSAG/7AF to CINCPAC, subj: 5SS Mayaguez
SITREP 001 as of 130930Z May 75 (U), 1310402 May 75, Doc 256
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from her anchorage off Koh Tang.l

At dusk, 131024z, a small fishing-type vessel
was observed moving from the ship toward Koh Tang. . It
appeared to have Caucasian personnel on board. Later,
AC-130 gunship crews of the 388 TFW reported that their
sensors showed the stack of the ship was still hot, but
steadily cooling, indicating that she was not about to
move under her own power,

The JCS then recommended further actions that
CIN.:sa. lorces could take to prevent the ship from being
moved to the mainland:

The key immediate objective is to prevent the SS
Mayaguez from sailing toward Kompong Som. Smoke

from startup of boilers, raising of the anchor on

the forecastle (if confirmed down), and increased
heating of the stack detected by infrared in an AC-
130 gunship are some of the indications that the ship
is about to get underway. Use of riot control agents -
and/or gunfire necessary to disable ship with minimum
risk of lives (without risking sinking of ship)
authorized as necessary. JIf ship starts to sail
under own steam, this virtually assures there are
Americans still aboard. If effort is made to tow,

it is likely Americans have been removed. In event
of “towing, speed will be slow and more time will be
available for action. Also, the tugboat can be a
prime target as necessary., Request immediate noti-
fication of any indication of preparation to sail,

The captain of the USS Harold E. Holt, which was still
steaming at full speed toward Koh Tang, was told to be
prepared, on arrival, to move the Mayaguez with his own

1. Msgs (S-GDS-83), PATRON 4 fo AIG 7050, subj: Boarding of
American Flag Ship SITREP 12 (5), 1310192 May 75, Doc 257 ; 388 TFwW
to CINCPACAF, subj: Khmer Seizure of Mayaguez (U}, 1709202 May 75,

Doc_ 258 .
2. Msgs (C-GDS-81), USSAG/7AF to CINCPAC, subj: SS Mayaguez
SITREP 006, 1310242; 010, 131245Z; 015 (U), 131615% May 75.
3. Msg (S-GDS-83), JCS to CINCPAC, subj: Actions Reference

SS Mayaguez (U), 1313412 May 75, Poc 259 .
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resources, or to disable her if necessary.1

Retaking Ship with USAF Security Police Considered

The military moved quickly to assemble an assault
force . U=-Tapaoc. The JCS ordered CINCPAC to move all
available helicopter assets in Thailand, plus 75 USAF
security policemen from Nakhon Phanom, to that base. 1In
addition, the Military Airlift Command (MAC)} was to trans-
port two Marine reinforced platoons from Cubi Point Naval
Air Station in the Philippines to U-Tapao. An Okinawa- .
based Marine battalion was placed on advanced deglbyability
posture for movement to U-Tapac via MAC airlift.

- The first HH-53 helicopter, call sign Jolly Green
32, was iaunched from Korat for U-Tapao at 131243Z May 1975,
and the next three HH-53s (Jolly Green 01 flight) toock off
from Nakhon Phanom. Soon after, Knife 01-3, in the flight’
of the first three CH-53s which took off from Nakhon Phanom
between 1313332 and 1314092, crashed about 36 miles from
that base.3 Knife 2-1, alerted of the crash, launched for
U-Tapao at 1315052 with a doctor on board. At the scene
by 1315472 (10:47 PM), the doctor confirmed that there was
no chance of survivors. 'The wreckage was burning and
could not be immediately searched. Four crew members and
19 passengers (18 security policemen and one ground crew)
perished in the crash.

Before the Marine assault force could be
assembled at U-Tapao, COMUSSAG/7AF considered using Air

l. Msg (S-GDS-83), CINCPAC to CINCPACFLT, subj: Tasking for
USS Harold E. Holt (U), 131359Z May 75.
2., Msg (5-GD5-83), JCS to CINCPAC, subj: Khmer Seizure of
Mayaguez (U), 131610Z May 75, Doc__260 .
3. Msgs (C-GDS-81), USSAG/7AF to CINCPAC & CINCPACAF, subj:
S5 Mayaguez SITREP 011 as of 1313482 May .75 (U), 1314.‘{02 May 75, Doc
261 , and SITREP 014 as of 1315112 May 75 (U}, 1315452 May 75, Doc
262 . )
4. Hsg (U), 3 ARRG to AIG 8712, subj: Rescue Opening/Closing
Rpt; 13 May 75, 140530Z May 75, Doc 263 .,

.
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Forca security policeman (5Ps) based in Thailand to zecovar
the Mayaguez and crew. The plan included dropping riot
control agents (RCA) on the ship to immobilize anyone
still on board. Following this, 125 SPs, two explosive
ordnance disposal (EOD) personnel, two paramedics, and

one U.S. Army interpreter would be helilifted to the ship
to seize control. All CH~53 transport helicopters avail-
able in Thailand (there were ten assigned to PACAF's 21 SOS
at Nakhon Phanom) would be used., Additionally, with the
exception of two on ground alert at Korat, all available
HH-53 rescue helicopters (seven) of the 40 ARRS (MAC)
would be used for the operation.” 2a helicopter flow was
set up to carry the entire 130-man force on board in a
single lift. Two HH~53s would be kept in orbit above the
action on a continual basis.

COMUSSAG noted that the aluminum contain-
ers which filled the deck of the ship (see photo, Fig 2 )
could not support the weight of helicopters for landing,
so offloading would have to be done from a hover position.
Further, a 3-foot space between containers had to be taken
into consideration. Six CH-53s and four HH-53s .were
operationally ready at the time., Other helicopters would
be deployed to U-Tapao as they were made ready to fly. Two
EC-130s (7 ACCS, Clark AB) for airborne command and control,
and two HC-130s (56 ARRS, Korat RTA¥B) for aerial refuel-
ing, were also scheduled for action. Security police
" detachments from bases within Thailand were to deploy to
U-Tapao via helicopters and C-130s. All SP units would be
.under the command of the 56 SOW SPS commander. Colonel
Loyd J. Anders, Jr., Deputy Commander for Operations, 56
SOW, was to be’the overall mission commander, working
through the SAC command post at U-Tapao,

* () The CH-53 and HH~53 differed in that the latter was re-
configured to a combat crew recovery mission, with a mid-air refusling
brobe, foam-filled tanks, and threa 7.62mm miniguns (two waist and one
tail). The CH-53 was not air refuelqble, and had only two waist mini-
guns. .

1. Msg (S/NOFORN-GDS-83), USSAG/7AF to 347 TIW, _e_ti.l., subj:
SS Mayaguez Surveillance Operation (U), 131748%Z May 75, Doc 264 .
2. Ibid.
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. A first~1ight arrival (apprcximately
1323002 May 1975; :00 aM local) was plann=zd, with C-130s
proceedlng to theilr designated orbits and establishing
communications with each other and with COMUSSAG (through
the 7AF TACC). The airborne mission commander (AMC) in
the airborne command and control center (ABCCC) EC-130
would control all local operations. Because of inter-’
national implications, however, command and control was

to be maintained by COMUSSAG/7AF, who would be actlng
under the direction of the NMcc.t

Meanwhile, the Acting Chairman of the JCS
{ACJICS), USAF General David C. Jones,* .in a conference
call with Lt. Gen. Burns and Lt. Gen. William G. Moore,
USAF (the CINCPAC Chief of Staff), ordered that certain
actions be taken to isolate the island of Koh Tang._ An
execute message was subsequently issued at 131905%Z:

It is desired that we isolate island of Kas [Koh] Tang
by turning boats away that are approaching the island
or by turning back any boats that attempt to leave and
give evidence of heading for the mainland. Gunfire
across the bow is one method that can be used. In view
of the direct communications contact with the on~-scene
commander, immediate report on any movements should be
avallable to Washington; therefore, the decision to fire
on or sink any boats resides in Washington. It is
particularly important to get maximum information on
.any outgoing boat to determine if there are Americans
aboard and to report such when requesting authority to
sink, Although this will be difficult to accomplish,
deck loading probably will ba required on the small
boats--as they did in taking personnel, believed to be
Americans, from the ship to the island.
This message was followed seven minutes later by another
from the ACJCS, executing movement of a Marine battalion

*The Chairman, Gen George S. Brown, was tenporarily out of

Washington.

P Ibld.
2. Msg (TS-GDS-85), JCS to CINCPAC, subj: Actlions Reference

S5 Mayaguez (U), 131905Z May 75, Doc 265
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from Okinawa to U-Tapao on MAC aircraft.l é

: General Burns briefed General Moore that the
two platoons of Marines from Cubl Point would not arrive
at U~Tapao until 1321352. The shortest reasonable ground
time required to brief, prepare, and reload the troops
was about an hour and a half. Then, the first helicopter
wave could be airborne at 132305Z. Enroute time was
calculated at one hour and 45 minutes, so the earliest
arrival time of the Marines over the Mavagquez was
estimated at 1400502. Alternatively, a USAF 100-man

SP team could be inserted at 1322442, "I believe the
Marines are the preferred troops for this [reboarding]
mission,” admitted Burns, and, if the two-hour differ-
ential were acceptable, he recommended their use. The
Marine battalion from Okinawa, however, was not scheduled
to arrive at U~Tapao until 1405002; this meant that the
first wave of 200 Marines could not be landed on Koh Tang
until 1412152. Last light was 141143Z. A night insertion,
at the slow build-up rate of 200 troops every four hours
(necessitated by the helicopter recycle time), was
tactically questionable. Burns recommended that if a
landing on the island was necessary [it later proved not
to be), it be planned for dawn the following day, the
15th. :

-

Wisely, it was decided to use the Marine re- !
boarding force. At 132051Z, CINCPAC ordered COMUSSAG/7AF :
to execute the latter's plan of 1317482, above, but with o
a "USMC GSF [ground security force) personnel” substituted i
for the "USAF security police." Another important change
was that command and control would be maintained by CINCPAC
(not COMUSSAG/7AF), "acting under direction from JCS
(NMCC) 3

l. Msg (S-GDS-83), JCS to CINCPAC, subj: Actions Reference

S5 Mayaguer (U}, 1319122 May 75,

2. Msg (5-GDS-83), COMUSSAG/7AF to CINCPAC, subj: &S Mayaquez
(U), 131955z May 75, Doc 266 .

2. Msg (5-GDS-83), CINCPAC to COMUSSAG/7AF & CINCPACFLT, subj:

55 Mayaquez Ops (U), 1320512 May 75, Doc_ 267 .

-
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Intelligence Estimate on Koh Tang

Meanwhxle, IPAC (Intelligence Center,

Paciflc), at Camp Smith in Honolulu, sent an intelllgence
report at 132144Z to all concerned, estimating a maximuam
of one company (90 to 100 men), reinforced with a heavy
weapons squad, to be on Koh Tang. Estimated weaponry of
such a force was one 82mm mortar, one 75mm recoilless
rifle, two 30cal machine guns, one 1l2.7mm machine gun,
and two B40/41 rocket launchers, in addition to weapons
on the_patrol boats (five armed boats were observed in the
area). Indications that a sizeable armed force was on
shore came from AC-130 gunship sensors: At least three

glacements on the beach, spread out in a 100;yard
curve, four probable jeeps spotted under foliage;3 six
small vehicles on the south side of the island;4 sporadic
antiaircraft fire directed at reconnaissance aircraft.

USAF Air Strikes on Cambodian Naval Craft

It was 5:45 in the morning on the 1l4th (1322452)
when CINCPAC verbally authorized Spectre (AC-130 gunship)
to fire near three patrol boats attempting toc leave the
Koh Tang area. The boats.were successfully turned back,
but, shortly, two of them made another run for the main-
land. They were again turned back by AC-130 and F-l1ll1
strikes., All-.three boats then headed for the Mavaguez.
Two secured alongside, and the third broke for the main-
land. F=-4s fired in front of the fleeing boat, to no
avail. Half an hour later, A-7s expended RCA in the
gunboat's path but it continued on course. At 7:14 AM
(1400142), CINCPAC ordered the boat sunk, as no personnel
were visible above deck. A-7s fired on the boat's stern

o~

1. Msg (S/NOFORN=-XGDS~2), COMIPAC to AIG 8724, subj: SS
Mayaguez Seizure (U}, 1321442 May 75, Doc 268 .

2. Msg (C-GDS-81), 388 TFW to AIG 913, subj: &S Mayaguez
Surveillance Operations/SEA AirOps for 13 May 75 (U), 132130Z May 75,
. boc 269 .

3. Msg (C-GDS-81), USSAG/7AF to CINCPAC, subj: SS Mayaguez
SITREP 023 as of 1402102 May 75 (C), 1323102 May 75, Doc 270 .

4. Msg (C-GD5-81), USSAG/FAF to CINCPAC & CINCPACAF, subj: SS

Mayaguez SITREP 021 as of 1419082 May 75 (C), 1319452 May 75, Doc_ 271
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until it stopped, caught fire, and started sinking at
1400222. This was the first destruction of a Cambodian
naval vessel in the Mayaguez incident.l.

At 11:04 AM (1404042Z), CINCPAC, with JCS
approval, cleared all aircraft to attack and sink any
boat around Koh Tang. None were to enter or leave the
area, Three boats were spotted and sunk almost immediate-
ly. As the operation continued, three other gunboats were
located and destroyed. In all, seven Cambodian small
naval craft were destroyed by USAF tactical air on the
14th (3 by A~7Ds, 3 by F=4s, 1 by AC-130), and two more
by the USN on_the 15th (1 by A-7s, 1 by the Wilson's
5-inch guns).? '

Crew Moved to Mainlang

At 1322302 (5:30 AM), an AC-130 observed a
30-ft craft departing Koh Tang and heading toward the
mainland. At 1400452, when it became light, the craft
was identified by a P-3 as a fishing boat, possibly with
Caucasians huddled in the bow area, at 10°23'N/103°18'E,
about 10 nautical miles ENE of Xoh Tang, and heading
toward Kompong Som at about five knots, An estimated 40
persons were aboard. One F-4 fired a short 20mm burst
in front of the boat to try to stop it. Several CBU-30
RCA passes were made against the vessel, which briefly
turned, then resumed course, Multiple CBU-30 passes were
made at 140212z, and warning bursts continued, but the
boat maintained course. It was seen docking on the main-
land at 1402382, about one mile south of the main pier in
Kompong Som.

1. Hist, USSAG/7AF & JCRC, Apr=Jun 75, pp 89-90; material used
is (C-GDS-81); Msg (5-GDS-83), CINCPAC to JCS, subj: Orders During SS
Mayaguez Operations (U), 181920Z May. 75; retransmitted by CINCPAC to
CINCPRCAF & USSAG/7AF, 201723Z May 75, Doc 272 .

2. See note above.

* 3. Msgs (C~GDS-81), USSAG/7AF to CINCPAC & CINCPACAF, subj: &S

Mayaguez SITREP 029 as of 140226Z May 75 (U), 1402352 May 75, Doc 273

(S-GD5-~83), PATRON 4 to AIG 7050, subj: Commander's Estimate (v,
140140z May 75, Doc__ 274 , 140242z May 75, and 1403232 May 75,
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