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" APPENDIX VI
THE SS MAYAGUEZ INCIDENT
SECTION I--INTRODUCTION
(U) The Cambodian seizure of the United States vessel, MAYAGUEZ, on
12 May 1975 was a significant incident viewed in the context of the inter-

national situation when it occurred. Cambodia and Vietnam had just fallen-to
communist control the previous month and the PUEBLO incident of 1968 was still

a fresh memory. It was apparent, at the time, to national leadership from the -

President on down that this test of United States willpower calied for quick,
firm, and decisive action which would help to reaffirm America's determination
in the eyes of her opponents and allies as well as the American pubtlic,
“Admiral Noel Gayler, Commander in Chief Pacific at the time of the incident,
commented on the successful joint Service recovery operation:

Cambodian adventurism tested the United States with
the seizure of the merchant ship MAYAGUEZ on the high seas
in May. The recovery operation has ‘left no doubt as to our
resolve and capabilities in that part of the world. Our
Marines, sailors and airmen again met the challenge.
Stories of their courage abound - from the Marine who
directed air strikes while swimming off-shore after his
"helicopter was shot down, to the sailors in the motor
whaleboat who took on dug-in heavy weapons with small arms,
to the Air Force pilots who forced their way into the landing -

zones while taking hits.

;4‘!’ During the period immediately following the incident, detailed reports
were prepared independently by participants up to and including the Joint
Chiefs of Staff. In addition, every aspect of the incident was subjected to
exhaustive Congressional scrutiny to include a full-scale General Accounting
Office (GAD) investigation, the unclassified findings of which were released
to the public in October 1976. Although these findings were critical of
certain aspects of MAYAGUEZ recovery operations, overall military participation

was described as fo]_]ows:2

___________________________________________________________________ fmmmmmm—————

1. CINCPAC Cormand History 1975, Vol. I, p. v.

2. The Seizure of the MAYAGUEZ--A Case Study of Crisis Management, Report of
The Comptroller General of the United States, May 11, 1976, p. 56,
nereinafter referred to as The Comptroller General MAYAGUEZ Report.




¢ Finally, assembling, under severe time constraints,
the various military assets scattered throughout the Pacific
area was generally accomplished in an efficient and effective

manner,

¢ Command and control of, and communications between,-
multiservice assets was established expeditiously. The
performance of U.S. Forces was inspiring.

{(U) This monograph will not attempt to recount all the details of the
MAYAGUEZ operation already available in existing reports. Instead, it will
attempt to tie together loose ends and present an overview of the MAYAGUEZ
operation from the CINCPAC unified command level. This overview will stress
the important military aspects of the operation to include command and control,
intelligence/reconnaissance, and planning and execution., In covering these
aspects, further emphasis will be placed on CINCPAC's "lessons learned," which
should provide valuable insight, and hopefully foresight, for reference in
coping with possible future crisis action situations. As CINCPAC has noted,
#_..with full benefit of hindsight we could have done a number of things
better. Life is like that, and there is no reason we should not acknowledge

it
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